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PRAYER

Fear not, I am with you!  O be not dismayed.  For I am your God, and will still give you aid.  I’ll 
strengthen you, help you, and cause you to stand.  upheld by My righteous omnipotent hand.  Amen

TEXT

John 20: 19-22
On the evening of that day, the first day of the week, the doors being locked 
where the disciples were, Jesus came and stood among them and said to them, 
“Peace be with you.”  When He had said this He showed them His hands and 
His side.  Then the disciples were glad when they saw the Lord.  Jesus said to 
them again, “Peace be with you.  As the Father has sent me, even so I am 
sending you.”  And when He had said this He breathed on them and said to 
them, “Receive the Holy Spirit.”

Brothers and sisters in Christ,

Locked doors!  The doors were locked.  Who does that describe?  Obviously it describes the 
disciples here in our text.  If Jesus thought that if He first did His part:  suffer and die on the cross 
for these followers of His... if He thought that then His followers would get out there and do their 
part:  boldly spread the Good News of salvation in Jesus Christ... well, it wasn’t happening.

What were they afraid of?  That’s easy.  They were afraid that they would be next!  If their Master 
was put to death, then they, His followers, would be next.  So - locked doors.

But they can be a good thing.  When we go to bed at night in our homes locked doors are a good 
thing.  Whether we’re living here where the church is, or out there in the suburbs somewhere... 
most of us lock the doors every night.  Why? Because we’re afraid.  Because we don’t trust people.  
We lock the doors because we want a sense of security... because we want peace.

So what brought the disciples out from behind locked doors?  What brought them peace?  
Anything they did?  No!  The Good News is the peace came to them in the person of the Risen 
Christ.  Jesus broke through their locked doors and brought them peace.

Our text says, “Jesus came and stood among them and said to them, ‘Peace be with you.’  when He 
had said this He showed them His nail pierced hands and His spear-pierced side.  Then the 
disciples were glad when they saw the Lord.”

Jesus entered through the locked doors of the disciples just like He entered through the locked 
door of Mray’s womb... just like He entered through the dividing wall that blocked our access to 
our precious Heavenly Father because of our sin.

You and I have come to know that because of Jesus death and resurrection, that dividing wall has 
been knocked down.  The Holy Spirit has worked in us the faith to believe that we have access to 
the Father through His son Jesus.  We aren’t on the road to hell anymore.  We’re on the way to 
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heaven because of Him who said, “I am the Way!”  Every Lord’s Day Jesus assures us, “MY peace I 
give you... not as the world gives, give I unto you.  Let not your heart be troubled.  In my Father’s 
house are many mansions.  I go to prepare a place for you... that where I am, you may be also.”

We have the peace that passes al understanding, that keeps our hearts and minds in Christ Jesus 
our Lord.

So there they were - a tiny band of believers.  Finally they had peace... a peace given to them by 
their resurrected Saviour.  Here we are, a tiny band of believers, a resurrected body called 
Immanuel Lutheran Church, who have been given peace that passes all human understanding; and a 
joy that no one can ever take from us.  What shall we do with it?  Hey, I know.  Let’s just hold onto 
it and keep it for ourselves!  Lock the doors and hold on as long as we can.

Let’s be “Denatured Disciples.”  Denatured Disciples are Christians who want to be called Jesus’ 
disciples - talk the talk - but not prepared to walk the walk.  To be acceptable, Christianity must be 
properly eased and softened.  It must be denatured Christianity, which can be pursued with 
minimal effort and very little discomfort.  “Hey Jesus, discipleship is okay as long as it doesn’t 
interfere with my life... as long as I’m not obliged to rearrange my life in any way.  In short, I want 
to have the advantages and privileges of being a follower of Christ... without getting involved or 
taking any responsibilities that come along with the privileges.”

When you hear this - what do you think?  Like the show fits?  “Hey, that’s me you’re talking about 
Lord!” How do you feel?  Uneasy?  I do. We’re spiritually soft aren’t we.  Crucify your flesh and the 
desires of your flesh?  Are we really ready to go that far?

A Lutheran pastor friend of mine writes, “We want to listen comfortably.  But, preacher, don’t say 
too much for too long!  We want to live comfortably... so don’t require too much of us.  We want 
to give comfortably - so don’t ask too much.  But I still want my faith and church and the Lord to 
be the greatest things in my life.”

But then he goes on to say, “Ah! But isn’t it wonderful that He loves us anyway.  ‘I get so frustrated 
with you, Cliff, but I love you anyway.  I know all of you as you are, but I love you anyway.  When 
you’re drifting dangerously - I’ll bring you down a notch or two.  When you’re off in a far country, 
I’ll bring you back or rein you in!  What ever it takes... because I love you.  What I said to my 
disciples cowering behind locked doors, I say to you, ‘Peace be with you. AS My Father has sent 
Me, even so I am sending you.’”

I’m sending you on a mission.  It is an important mission.  I’m sending you to reclaim the 
geographic center of Kansas City for Christ.  42nd and Tracy is the geographic center of Kansas 
City.  I’ve planted you in Immanuel Lutheran Church for a purpose.  It’s not to huddle behind 
locked doors.  It’s not to lock the doors and close the grace-place down.  no, it’s to do what 
Immanuel has done for over a hundred years:  unlock the doors, preach the pure Word of God, 
administer the Sacraments of Baptism and Holy Communion, help the poor, feed the hungry, reach 
out to the college students and the people across the street, and those living in the lofts...reclaim 
the geographic center of Kansas City for Christ!

Our text says, where the power comes from to experience the joy and excitement of letting the 
Gospel unlock the doors of people’s hearts.  “And when Jesus had said this, He breated on them 
and said to them ‘Receive the Holy Spirit.  As My Father has sent Me, so send I you.’”  As our 
theme for 2009 says, God’s got plans for us!

• To be in the Word
• To be at the Lord’s Table
• To unlock and open our doors
• To offer the Risen Christ and His words, “Peace be with you.”

AMEN
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